GENERAL AGREEMENT ON . = | g.sm(_i%
TARIFFS AND TRADE e e 1974—

Multilateral Trade ngptlatl

GROUP 3(e) - MEETING OF APRIL 1974
' DRAFT

1. Group 3(e) met from 2 to 4 April 1974 in order to continue its work on Task 4

o °F the Programe of Vork (MIN/2). |

2. 0On the basis of fhe documentation before it, the Group completed the second
phese of Task 4, i.e. the analysis of recent changes in production, consumption and
supply of and demend for the egricultural proéucts listed in paragraph 23 of MTN/BE/?.
3. It was however understood that members mlght if they wished, revert to the
analysis regardlng ‘these products as well as citrus at the next meeting. It was also
understood that members who so wished might propose other products for examination
under Task 4, and that the Group at its mext méetiné wou;d.select-certain products

for this purpose from among those proposed.

@4. The Group invited 811 delegations who wished to‘ do so to prepare

written statements containing their views on ¢uestions that _had-}grisen

out of the commodlty dlscussions that had just taken place. It~was'ﬁndér§t6;d-that
the views expressed could also bear on questlons other than those specifically set .-
out in the United States proposal, and thet" submlssions by members would be clrculated
by the secretarlat in full Members concerned were urged to submit their views as
early as possible. - g, TR
5. The Group requested tﬁgzsgcpqtg:iat to"preparé; in good time before thé next
meeting, a note 1isting'£he.ke§ points mede by members regarding the factors affecting
trade in the commodities studled . The. note ‘siould be without commitment by govermnments

and would not constitute a summary regordd A%
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6. The Group agreed that at its next meeting it would proceed to the third ancl
finsl phases of Task 4, i.e. the identification of the problems which result for
world ‘agrioultural markets and of their significance for an approach to the
negotiations in the agricultural sector. This work would be based on the views
submitted by members and the secretariat note referred to respectively in
paragraphs 4 and 5 above. o

7. Reca]ling that the Programe of Work states that each group shall in the
course of its work be guided by the Ministerial Declaration as it relates to »
developing countries, the Group agreed to address itself to this aspect of the
work under Taak 4 after the phase consisting in the identification of problems.

8. ; The Group noted that the secretariat note relating to the Draft Code of
Standards (requested by it in MIN/3E/2, paragraph 31) had been circulated, and
agreed to revert to Task 15 of MIN/2 at its next meeting.

9. - The‘Group parli_e-oragreed to address itself at its next ueeting to the tasks
wh:lch it :I.s to carry out in conjunct.ion with other groups. The secretariat

wvill inform the Group of the relevant results reached in the other groups
concerned, so as to enable it to consider or review them, as necessary.

10. The Group requested the secretariat to present to it at its next meeting a
progress report on Task 3, the updating and completion of the documentation. The
report ehould show the number of replies received and their coverage, and indicate

any major gaps in the information received. In this connexion the Group noted

tpgg_the secretariat intended to reissue the updated documentation in as practical

form as possible, but recognized that it could not usefully be consolidated until
the bulk of the information has been supplied to the secretariat. The Group
therefore urged members to send in their information as soon as possible and in
a_s”complete a form as possible.

11, The Group agreed to hold its next meeting about one or two weeks preceding

that of the Trade Negotiations Committee, the date for which had not yet been set.
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